For dormice, a bridge to reach safety

By KAZUYUKLITO
The Asahi Shimbun

HOKUTO, Yamanashi Prefecture—
Why did the Japanese dormouse Cross
the road?

Because the city of Hokuto built it
a bridge.

The city, which sprawls at the foot of
the majestic Mount Yatsugatake, took
the unusual move out of concern over
the high numbers of near-threatened,
small yamane, or Japanes¢ dormouse,
being killed trying to cross a road that
cuts through their forest habitat.

So with the help of a local organi-
zation that promotcs environmental
education, the city slung a 2-million-
yen dormouse bridge in late July across
a stretch of city road in Oizumi, Hoku-
to

And the good news is that dormice
are using the safety crossing at night.

Buoyed by the success, a source con-
nected with the project said, “We hope
(similar crossings) will be implement-
ed all over Japan.”

Yamane are nocturnal mammals that
spend most of their lives climbing
among tree branches. The rodents
measure a mere 8 centimeters, small
enough to snuggle inside a person’s

The Japanese dormouse is designat-
ed a near-threatened species by the
Environment Ministry.

The KEEP Dormouse Museum, op-
erated by the Kiyosato Educational Ex-
periment Project, an incorporated
foundation based here, has been in-
strumental in protecting the endan-
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City authorities in Hokuto, Yamanashi
Prefecture, slunga bridgeacrossa road
so dormice cancross it safely.

gered mammals.

Yet, it was difficult to prevent fatal-
ities when the dormice came down
from their trees and ventured across
the city road that slices through the
forested area.

So the city government installed a
special crossing that hangs about 8 me-
ters above the road. A triangular alu-
minum frame measuring 25 cm on each
side was strung together with wire.
The bottom was fitted with woven
wire netting,

The 2-million-yen project was fund-
ed mostly by the city and the KEEP
Dormouse Museurm.

Since then, according to video
footage from a surveillance camera,
yamane dormice and also hime-nezu-
mi, another small rodent, were seen
crossing over the road each night.

Shusaku Minato, 55, curator of the

A “yamane” Japanese dormouse uses a
special safety crossing at night.

KEEP Dormouse Museum, said: “I
know these are times when all local
governments are cutting down on pub-
lic works projects. But I hope to see
(crossings) installed in many locations
around the nation.”

For more information, call the mu-
seum at 0551-48-3577.
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